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ABSTRACT
The2019ExtraditionBill of HongKong sparkedalargenumberof protestan thecity. As a

resultof which questionf HumanRightsandthefree statusvhich HongKong has
possessesdincel997hascomeunderquestionby manycitizens.The Hong Kong Protestsof
2019showsushow art playsa majorrolein bringingattentionto the problemsbeingfacedby
HongKongers Artists suchasY andgroup,Arto andBadiucacareamongthe most
prominentwho havecontributedo the ProtestArt. However,in additionto this, the protests
havebroughtout the artistsfrom the generaimassesswell. Their effortsdebunkthe
previouslyheldideasof artasbeingonly for theelite. Art today,especiallythroughemerging
platformson the Internethasbecomeeasilyaccessil# to the massesHowever,it alsoshows
usthediversewaysin whichwe canexpressapartfrom Digital Mediaaswell. Art hasbeena
majorsourceof bringingin the attentionof individualsnot only from HongKong, butfrom
acrosgheglobeto the problens of governancéacedby theindividualsof HongKong. Art in
theHongKong protestsyangedrom graphicdesignedostergo paintingson walls, artwork
onfloors andevenanevolvingdesignof theflag. Risingpolitical tensionacrosgheglobehas
resutedin emergingpolitical artistssuchasthoseof HongKong. This paper seekgo further
exploretheideaof artandartfor the massesprotestspopularcultureandpolitics all co-
exisitingwithin the samespacethroughthe HongKong protests.
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Introduction

It is safeto saythatall Art in its ownway is Political. However,Political Art asanartform

seemgo haveexistedin differentwaysin differentcountriesfor alongtime now. Art is a



meansof expressiorandthereforejt is not surprisingthatmuchof theartthathasbeen
repressedby thosein powerhasbeena meansof curbingor silencingthatexpressionMost
political art stemsfrom critical approachesowardscurrentstateof affairs.In addition,most
protestsaacrosgheworld havebeenaidedwith a numberof artworks.The FrenchRevolution,
TheBolshevikRevolution,World War | andll areamonga few which haveinfluencedthe
sceneof Art. We couldalsostatethatArt is in itself ameansof protestcommentingon
political conditions.Today,we canseearisein Political Art throughoutheworld, asaresult
of rising political tensionacrosghe countriesThis paper seekdo explorethe Political Art

thathasemergedrom The 2019ExtraditionBill in HongKong.

HongKong hashadalong history of ProtestsThe 1989 TiananmerSquareProtestandthe
2014HongKong protestsmorecommonlyknownasthe UmbrellaRevolutionhavebeen
someof the major protestawvhich markthe history of Hong Kong. However,therecentHong
Kong protestsfollowing thenow on hold ExtraditionBill of 2019,is oneof the mostintense
andlongestwhich Hong Kong hasexperiencedlt is interestingto seethe markedunity
amongthe citizensof HongKong andhow this hasbeenexpressedhroughArt andPopular

Culture.

HongKong beinghighly influencedby the WesternMediadoesnot sharethe sameideologies
of the CommunistChinawhich claimsto havearight overtheterritory of HongKong. It was
colonisedby theBritish for morethan150yearssincel842.1t wasagainleasedo the United
Kingdomby Chinafor 99 years. HongKong wasagainclaimedby Chinaastheleaseended
in 1997.However,dueto alargeamountof culturalinfluencesn law andlifestyle from the
West,a principle of AOnecountry,two systemse wasintroduced fiT his meantthatwhile
becomingpartof onecountrywith China,HongKong would enjoyfia high degreeof

autonomy exceptin foreignanddefenceaffairsd for 50 years.As aresult,Hong Kong hasits



own legalsystemandborders andrightsincluding freedomof assemblyandfree speechare
protected (Cheunggetal. BBC News)However this flautonomy is grantedonly underthe
BasicLaw whichis the constitutionunderwhich HongKong enjoysthis freedomfrom the
CommunistChineseGovernmentThis Basc Law expiresin 2047,butis alreadybeing

weakenedinderpolitical pressurdrom China.

A numberof individualsin HongKong, do notidentify asnative Chinesebut moreasdong
Konger®dueto yearsof mixed culturalinfluences|It hasthereforebeeneasierto spread
informationandmoreimportantly,theart of therecentprotestsdueto theinfluenceof

Westernmediaaswell.

Theneedfor the protestsandthereforethe protestart aroseasa resultof the ExtraditionBill
proposecearlierin 2019.This Bill statedthatAnu criminalsin HongKong couldbe detained
andtransferredo the countryby which theindividualis beingchargedTheBill includes37
crimesunderwhich someonanay be detainedout doesnotincludetax evadersA numberof
critics, primarily thosewho areagainstheentireBill, claimthatthisBill couldbeusedto
suppresshevoicesof theLiberal andPolitical Activists by the ChineseGovernmenasthis
Bill ensureshatHongKong mustdetainandtransferindividualsto the countrieswherethey
arebeingaccusecavenif Hong Kong doesnot shareany Extraditiontreatieswith those
countriesWith theincreasingpowerthatChinais gainingoverthe HongKong government,
anumberof HongKongersfearthe consequencesf the Extradtion Bill andalsofearthe
disappearancef theirlong enjoyedfreedomof expressionHowever,HongKong claimsthat

it would havethelastsayontheindividualsgettingextradited.

Theneedfor this Bill wasconsideredy the Chinesegovernmentywhena 19 yearold Hong

Kong manmurderedhis 20 yearold pregnangirlfriend while vacationingn Taiwanin



February2018.As Taiwanesefficials pleadedHongKong to extraditethe man,HongKong
claimedthatsinceit did not shareany extraditiontreatywith Taiwan,it couldnotcomply
with Taiwarts requestWhile this seemedike somethingor which the HongKong citizens
would notreact,theincidentof aHongKong booksellerLam Wing Keeof havingbeen
abductedanddetainedby the Chinesegovernmenbn groundsof havingbookscritical to the
waysof the ChineseGovernmentn 2015,sparkedhetensionamongHongKongers.Hong
Kongersbelievethatthis would only makeit easierfor Chinato imposeits style of
governanceavhich haslong beenunderquestionby theliberalsacrosghe world, uponHong

Kong.

It hasbeenratherchallengingto typically point outandnarrowdownon theartistsfor study
in this paperastherearemanywho havecontributedo the protestthroughtheir art.
However,themostprominenly coveredthroughthe mediainternationallyandespeciallyin
Indiahasbeendiscovereddueto lack of accesso a numberof othersourcesof data.There
havebeensomeartistswho haveindividually putforth their art, buttherehavealsobeen
manywho havedoneit in groupsof people mostly asprotesteragainstheBill. It hasalso
beenchallengingo locatespecificartistsbehindthe Art of the HongKong protestsasmany

havechoserto remainanonymousndalsohaveengagedn theseartworksasgroup projects.

The Lennon Walls

ThelLennonWalls of HongKong areatrue exampleof how PopularCultureandPolitics co-
existthroughart. Different districtsin Hong Kong haveshowcasegostits with pro-
democracyslogansandotherslogansof freedom.Thes LennonWalls of HongKong, have

beeninspiredfrom the LennonWall initially seenin Prague.



Theoriginal LennonWall in CentralPrague CzechRepublic,wasaresultof the murderof
the popularmusicianJohnLennonwho wasa partof thereputedmusicgroup, The Beatles It
is locatedon the left of the Vitava River andsouthof the CharlesBridge. iiSincethe 1960s,
thewall hadbeenalocationfor romanticooemsandantigovernmenmessages.(Hou, The
Conversation.)t cameto beknownasthe LennonWall in the 1980sandhadlyrics inspired
from songsby The Beatlesfin time, messagesvokingLennorts commonthemesof peace,
love anddemocracycoveredhe spacelt becamealocationfor community-generategbrotest

artthatendures yetis everchanging todayo. (Hou, The Conversation.)

TheLennonWalls hasinitially appearedluringthe2014UmbrellaMovementin HongKong.
ThenewLennonWallsin HongKong havesprungup asresultof the 2019ExtraditionBill

andshowcas@& numberof slogansandwordsof peacedy pro-democracyprotesters.

Figure 1: Stickynotesagainstthe ExtraditionBill. Photoby: SamTsang



Figure 2: Childrenandthe LennonWalls.Photoby: SamTsang




Figure 3: StudentdsaacPangon theleft and SamuelChuhavebeenmanagingthe LennonWallsin WongTai
SinandTai PorespectivelyPhotoby: JeffieLam

This actof ProtesthroughPostits hasnot beenwithout setbacks.Therehavebeenmultiple
attemptsy the policeto takedownthe postits. However the protesterdhiaveconsistently
retaliatedwith increasinghumberof postits everytime anattemptwas madeto putthem
down.Policehadtakendownanumberof postits onthe groundsof the postits revealing
personabetailsaboutthe officers. While this maynot be consideredo be a peacefulact,on
the sideof the protestersa certainfrustrationfrom their endcandefinitely befelt. However,
thegenerahatureof the protestthroughsticky noteshasdefinitely broughtin alot of
attentionto theissueat handfrom peoplein a peacefulandcolourful way. However,one
cannothelpbutpointouttheironyin thefactthatsucha colourful meanshasbeenemployed
to projectandpresent not-so-colourful political decision.IsaacPangseenin Figure3, is fian
18yearold studentat the University of HongKongts SPACEcommunitycollege,helpedset
up theLennonWall overtheweekendwhich hadcollectedthousand®f messages.
fiHongkongerdhavegonethroughavery difficult time overthe pastmonth.Severapeople
havesacrificedtheir lives for the causeandthe governmentitill refusego addressany of our
demandso matterwhatwe did,0 he said,referringto suicidecasesn recentweekssaidto be
linked to the extraditionbill protestsd (Lam, etal. SouthChinaMorning Post.)Thisis only
evidenceof thestrugglethatis behindthesecolourful postits. SamuelChustateghatfiwWe
areall frustrated.Theruling administrationwould haveto stepdownin anyotherplaceif 2
million peoplethrongedthestreets é filt mightbea Postit memo,butit is alsoa blessingto
all Hongkongera (Lam, etal. South ChinaMorning Post.)Miu Chow,aresidentof the Tai
Poareastateghat, iEvenif thewalls arecoveredjt will notgetin anyonés way.0 (Lam, et

al. SouthChinaMorning Post.)In addition,a Germanexpatriatdiving in the Tai Poarea



itself, states that, filt is a peacefulandcreativeidea makinghis secondvisit to thetunnelsin

Tai Podisplayingpostits.

Throughthe picturesandthe testimoniestudiedit wasinterestingto notehow a numberof
youngindividualshavetakento the streetsln addition,asseenin Figure2, we canseethat
childrentoo arebeingeducatedboutthe conditionandtakeanactivepartin it. This givesus

alargerview on how Politics canaffecteachindividualis life atthegrassroots.

While the LennonWall hasbeenin attentioneversinceit begann Praguethe HongKong
protestan 2014and2019,puttingup whattheytermto betheir versionof the LennonWalls,
hasdefinitely broughtit underattentionall acrossheworld. BadiucaoafamousChinese
political cartoonistnow basedn Australiahasalsobroughtmuchattentionto theLennon
Walls by creatinga flag reflectiveof the LennonWalls in HongKong. Badiucaowrites,
AThis flag is inspireddirectly by visualexperiencdrom the LennonWall in HongKong. It
consistf 96 randomlyallocatedcolour squaresvhich (symbolise)he colourpostnoteson
thewallsd éANumber96 symbolisesheyearbeforethe handovein 1997.Everycolouron
theflag is a differentvoice.And everyindividual voice deserveds placein HongKong .o
(Chan,HongKong FreePress.Badiucachasalsoplayeda majorrole in bringing attentionto
the natureof the LennonWalls of Hong Kong. Badiucads flag not only speaksaboutthe
currentevolutionof the LennonWallsin HongKong butit alsoreflectsa pieceof history of
HongKong. He alsostateghatthe LennonWalls combinefiperfectlywith streetart, free
speechandtheresistancéo communistyrannyo (Chan,HongKong FreePress.Badiucao
commenton how throughthis flag he wished to inspirehopefulideas giving the flagés
colourfultheme andin additioncomment$iow the Black BauhiniaFlagis a ficourageous,
rebelliousandpowerfulicond (Chan,HongKong FreePress.He furtherwrites,iln my

opinion,asuccessfupolitical movementwill needhelpfrom the powersof rebellionaswell



ashope.A morecolourful anddelightful visualicon canaccumulatdhopemuchmore
effectivelyp € fiThatis why thevibrantly colouredLennonWall Flagdesigncanbeagreat
supplemento theblackflag. The simplebeautyof it couldwin Hong Kong moresupport

aroundtheworld.o (Chan,HongKong FreePress.)

Figure 4: Badiucaodisplaysthe LennonWallsflag. Photoby: Badiucao

Figure 5: A hoistingof Badiucads LennonWallsFlag. Photoby: Badiucao




We canthereforesee throughthe LennonWalls of HongKong andtheflag createdoy
Badiucaan honourof theLennonWalls of Hong Kong thatart, popularcultureandpolitics
co-existin thesamesphereThefact thatartistsdrawon theseconnetions,in fact helpmake
artaspowerfulasit canbe.While Badiucaas a professionahbrtist,we seemanyprotestersn
theHongKong protestswho haveconsistentlyput up their political art andart of dissento
expresgheirideologiesaboutthe pro-democracymovementswell the governmernis stand

onthe 2019ExtraditionBill.

Digital Art

Overthe pastfew months the protestersn Hong Kong haveworkedlong andhardfor their
freedomfrom the dominantCommunistRegimeof China.Theyhavecomeup with anumber
of waysin which they canputacrosghe messagé¢o largernumbersof peopleandhave
thereforehadlong androughdaysfilled with protestsandsleeplessightsfull of creativity

andbrainstormingon whatwould be the bestway of puttingforth powerfulmessages.

A lot of theart produceds in theform of postersThesepostersange from popculture
referenceso local culturalreferencesNonethelessnostof thesepostersandillustrationsare

satiricalandin manywaysmockthe stateof HongKong.



Figure 6: Anillustration of ChiefExecutiveCarrie Lamby 26-yearold illustrator ElyselLeaf

In theillustrationseenin Figure6, by a 26-yearold illustrator ElyseLeaf, we canseean
illustrationof CarrieLam, the Chief Executiveof HongKong. Thereis a largegroupof Hong
Kong pro-democracyprotesterseenstandingon top of herheadwith manyaroundherhead
aswell. Thereis a posterseenrhangingon herforeheadwhich translateto iHongKong add
o0il0. Her headseemdo be mutilatedin a numberof ways,andwe cannothelpbut natice the
morbidity in thisillustration. Leaf stateghat, il haveneverfelt suchanindescribableage

towardsonepersonin my life, andthis personis CarrieLam,0 (Chow,BBC Culture.)

A similar sentimentasbeensharedy manyotherillustrators,which hasfuelledtheir
artwork.ProfessoFrancisLee, Directorof the Schoolof JournalismandCommunicatiorat
The ChinesedJniversity of HongKong statesfiT his movementrequiresa greatdealof
creativepowerin orderto sustainandthe emergencef artistic creativity duringthis process
is natural.Thesecreativeoutputsareembeddedhn the collectiveactionandempoweringhe

movement (Chow,BBC Culture.).



An anonymousrtistknownasHarcourtRomanticistalludesto the famouspaintingby
EugeneDelacroix - d.iberty Leadingthe Peopl@ This paintingdepictsthe blackcladHong
Kong protestersn a stateof unrestandwavingthe Black Bauhiniaflag, which is symbolicof
the2019HongKong protestsThis pieceof artis symbolicof the multiculturalaspecof
HongKong andthe extentto which manyotherculturesaswell interminglethere.In
addition,thisis alsosignificantof the natureof the protestsArt, justasduringthe Frenchand
RussiarRevolutionshasbecomea weapon.Theintentof theart, justasit wasthen,purely
alludesto the natureof existenceandthe conditionof the socicpolitical sphereof life. Him
Lo, aprotestelandan artiststatesjiAs anartist, | havedifferentweaponsf | wantto voice
outmy messagesuchaspainting, poetry,or otherkindsof mediap é AiSomepeoplemight

think theseweaponsareweak,butit is the messagéhatwe needto deliverto people We

haveotheroptionsbeforeresortingto violenceo (Chow,BBC Culture.)




Figure 7: Inspirationfrom Liberty Leadingthe Peopleby Delacroixtakenby Hong Kongartist Harcourt

Romanticist

Figure 8: Theoriginal Liberty Leadingthe Peopleby EugeneDelacroix

It hasbeennoticedthatmostof theartistshavechoserto remainanonymousln doingthis, as
KaceyWong,anartist, stateghatthey createa new,fluid andunitedidentity. Of having

similar viewsandbeingunitedby theseviews. This makestheir art quite effectiveand

impactful.

Thereareanumberof otherillustrationsandartworksby numerousartists,someof whom

haveremainedanonymouswhile othershavenot.



